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TONIGHT'S PROGRAMME 
 

 7:30pm - 8:30pm Welcome 
 8:45pm Auction Night 
 9:45pm Raffle 
 9:55pm Night night, drive safely 

 
CUT-OFF FOR THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 

IS SATURDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 

 

EPSOM AREA–2011 COMMITTEE 
 

Chairman Car Events 
Eric Nicholls Derek Edwards 
'Franklyn' 143 Carlton Road 
Rectory Lane Reigate RH2 0JG 
Wallington SM6 8DX  01737 765891 
 020 8669 1793 edwards.mgmadness@ntlworld.com 
 w.ericnicholls@btinternet.com  
 Editor 
Secretary Kim Shrosbree 
Bryan Young 23 Rosebery Road 
39 Wolsey Crescent Langley Vale KT18 6AF 
Morden  01372 802481/07831 427 515 
Surrey SM4 4TB  kim@kimshrosbree.co.uk 
 020 8337 1734/07976 729 102  
 bryan.young@planet-y.co.uk Social  
 Margaret Billinge 
Treasurer 95 Millbrook Road 
Ted Oughton Crowborough 
The Croft East Sussex TN6 2SB 
71 Esher Road   01892 610 117 
Hersham KT12 4LW  
 01372 462515/07742 397 107 Membership 
 ted.oughton@btinternet.com John ‘Foggy’ Brooke 
 Dene Croft 
Club Stand Oddley Lane 
Paul Coleman Saunderton 

126 Ockford Ridge Princes Risborough HP27 9NQ 

Godalming GU7 2NQ  01844 274 541/07760 256 564 
 01483 423169  mg_foggy@yahoo.co.uk 
  
Special Events Co-ordinator  

Nigel Swann  
15 Elland Road  
Walton on Thames KT12 3JT  
 01932 247140/07946 262 630  
 sueni15@yahoo.co.uk    

mailto:sueni15@yahoo.co.uk
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EDITOR’S ETCHINGS 
HELLO! …and from the UK! I am 

now safely back home after a lovely 
time in Switzerland. I got back in the 
middle of August to find the garden a 
total jungle, I even have some rather 
nice metre and a half high yellow 
flowers growing in the middle of the 
lawn! According to my neighbours the 
front garden looked lovely at the 
height of summer, it certainly doesn’t 
look that way now, I think I’ll need a 
combine harvester to fix the lawn! 
 
I had a week between finishing in 
Pfäffikon and needing to be home so 
Tom came out and we had a leisurely 
drive through Switzerland and France 
spending a lot of time in the 
mountains with views of the Jungfrau 
and Mont Blanc from hotel rooms 
(note ROOMS, not the same room, 
read up on your geography!!) 
 
Della’s bodywork attracted some 
attention (sadly not like mine)! I often 
saw people looking and talking. 
However, she made it home perfectly, 
albeit still drinking coolant which I 
suspect is in the oil! Tom did a hasty 
oil change for me in the parking area 
of my apartment before we left and 
she made it back. 
 
We stayed in some lovely hotels, I 
have always poo pooed 2 star hotels, 
what a snob, but they were all very 
reasonably priced, clean and 
comfortable – well the one in 
Interlaken was reasonably priced by 
Swiss standards, 100 quid with no 
ensuite! 

None of them included breakfast 
which gave us a good excuse to clean 
out the Boulangerie of croissants, 
pain au chocolat and pain au raisin! I 
haven’t holidayed in France very 
much and we were surprised to see 
that many of the cafes just did drinks 
and everyone rolled up there with 
their purchases and just bought a 
coffee, a great scheme I think. 
 
Armed with my trusted (except 10 
years out of date) Lonely Planet 
France we found some very 
interesting things to do, travelling 
slowly from the Alps to the Massif 
Central and on to the west coast. 
   
On the final weekend we stopped in 
Le Mans. Della loved driving down the 
Mulsanne straight and we then 
headed for the museum. It was 
fantastic and amazing to think that  
the original drivers spent 24 hours 
behind the wheel of the cars that they 
did. 
 
The highlight for me was the 1988 
winning Jaguar as I was there on the 
start/finish straight as it came home. I 
remember it so well, the 1 to 5 were 
Jag, Porsche, Jag, Porsche, Jag. For 
those of you who don’t know, the 24 
hours finishes at 24 hours, no matter 
where the cars are on the circuit so 
the winner doesn’t have to actually 
cross the line. At the finish, the 
Porsches pulled back as the cars came 
back round to the pits so the Jags 
came down the straight in a line. In 
those days you could go down on the 
track by the pits and it was amazing. 

We also decided to go on a minibus 
which promised a tour of the circuit. 
This proved incorrect, they just took 
us to a couple of parts of the track 
and we were starting to get 
disappointed. Until, that was, we 
stopped outside the main building 
and they took us inside. We had a 
tour of the control centre with its 
enormous bank of screens where the 
Race Director can see every part of 
the circuit. We then went out onto 
the bridge over the circuit where the 
podium is so yes, I’ve stood on the 
winner’s podium at Le Mans! 
 
I managed to make it to the Cordles’ 
Run. Richard and Linda again 
designed a fantastic route ending up 
in the depths of Kent. Thanks go to 
them for the arrangements, to Mike 
and Sue for feeding me and to the 
beaver for reluctantly making an 
appearance and giving us the icing on 
the cake! 
 
I have yet to have Della seen by the 
insurance assessor but know she’ll be 
written off. Watch this space for more 
news. 

 

CAN YOU HELP DOUBLE SPONSORSHIP MONEY? 
 
Malcolm Childs will again be running The Royal Parks Half Marathon on Sunday 9th October for The Holly 
Lodge Centre charity no 1076741 web site www.thehollylodgecentre.org.uk .  
 
He is aiming to raise £750 and if he does so his former employer Barclays PLC will match up to this figure. I 
have established a fundraising page for this purpose to allow friends and supporters to help my efforts. 
This is www.everydayhero.co.uk/malcolm_childs 
 
Any support will assist the charity in developing the Centre for ‘special needs’ groups in Richmond Park. 

http://www.everydayhero.co.uk/malcolm_childs
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTERINGS 
Cordles' Run – Sunday, 21 August 
Thanks and congratulations are due to Richard and Linda for another superb Annual Cordles' Run.  It was a warm and 
sunny day and the route to our final destination, Beaver World, was excellent, taking us through many picturesque country 
lanes and villages of Surrey, Sussex and Kent.  At the finish we had our own special parking arrangements in an adjacent 
field, where we were able to relax and enjoy a leisurely picnic.  There were one or two sneaky clues to be answered and it 
was good to see over 40 members taking part.  The overall winners will be announced this evening.  
 
September Monthly Meeting – Auction Night   
This evening we are holding another auction night.  This is not confined to car parts and automobilia, but anything that you 
think would be of interest and saleable to members. 
 
As on previous occasions, half of the proceeds will go to club funds, the other half to the seller, unless he or she wishes to 
donate the whole sum to the club.  If any member wants a minimum return for an item, please specify the reserve price 
required, otherwise we will sell for the best price that we can obtain.  Please mark your item for sale with your name and a 
reserve price, if appropriate.  There will of course be no buyers premium. 
 
Abingdon Museum Fund Run 
This is to advise members that the above run planned for Sunday, 11 September, has been cancelled due to the lack of 
sufficient entries.  Monies will be returned to anyone who has booked for this run. 
 
October Monthly Meeting – Visit by the MG Owners’ Club 
Richard Monk, Richard Ladds and Roger Parker from the Club HQ will be attending the October monthly meeting.  It is 
sometime since they last visited us and in order to allow them sufficient time to speak and answer questions from 
members, we wish to start this session no later than 8.30pm.  So could I please ask all members to arrive early on this 
occasion so that we can achieve a prompt start by 8.30pm. 
 
30th Celebration Barn Dance – Saturday, 29 October 
To celebrate our 30th Anniversary we are holding a barn dance 
at the Nork Community Centre, on Saturday, 29 October, at 
7.30pm.  The price to include a fish and chip supper, will be £10 
per person. 
 
This is always a great fun evening and if you wish to invite family 
or friends to join you, they will be most welcome.  So put the 
date in your diaries and support this celebratory event, which is 
being subsidised by the club.  I am confident that you will have a 
most enjoyable and fun evening. 
 
Annual Darts Night - Saturday, 26 November 
This will again be held at the Wallington Bowls Club and is 
always a popular evening, so make a note in your diaries now. 
 
That’s all from me this month.  Safe motoring.  Eric    
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SOCIAL SCENE 
Barn Dance 
This has been booked for Saturday 29 October at Nork Park Social Club and there will be live music and a fish and chip 
supper (veggie option will be available).  The cost is £10 per person, so please bring yourselves, family and friends to 
celebrate 30 years of the Epsom Area MGOC.  (See Chairman’s Chatterings.) 
 
Darts Night 
Saturday, 26th November – details elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
Real Ale Train 
Nigel Swan will be organising a trip on the Watercress Line’s Real Ale Train in May next year.  If enough people come we 
can have our own carriage – early booking is required so names and non-refundable deposits will be taken soon. 
 
Skittles 
After a show of hands at last month’s meeting, there was good support for another skittle’s night which will be booked 
for Spring next year. 
 
River Wey Packet Boat Trip 
This will be planned for next summer. 
 
Please keep your ideas and suggestions coming in.  Happy socialising.   Margaret. 
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP MUSINGS 
I am pleased to be able to report that we continue to attract new members.  Last month we welcomed 2 and 
they are: 

Bruce & Pauline Hamblin who have a red 1972 MGB Roadster 
Nick Jones who has a Silver 2002 MG TF VVC. 

A very warm welcome to everyone and I hope they will enjoy being a part of our little club. 
 
In August, the Natter was at The Star, Malden Rushett.  There were an excellent 34 people there and I am 
told that everyone enjoyed their meals. 
 
The September natter will be from 7pm on Thursday 22nd September at The Fairmile, Portsmouth Road, 
Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1BW.  If you change your mind after the show of hands at the monthly meeting, 
please let me know by phone or email so that I can ensure that there are enough seats for everyone at the 
pub.   
That’s all for this month.  Keep on enjoying those MGs and I look forward to seeing you out and about during 
the coming months.             Foggy 
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Car events 
 
Autumn Leaves Run - Sunday, 16th October 
This year’s Autumn Leaves run will be through the leafy Surrey countryside and will be approximately 30-35 
miles.  We have invited the Austin Healey Club to join us for this event.  The run will end at The Plough, Leigh, 
near Reigate (where we have been before) and arrival for participants and those going direct to The Plough 
should be from 12 noon onwards when lunch will be served.  Names and numbers for lunch to Derek 
Edwards please prior to the start of the event on 01737 765891.  
 
For those of you who intend to participate the start will be at The Jolly Farmers public house (1 mile west of 
Reigate on the A25) at 10.30 for departure by 11.00.  Tea, coffee and toilets are available at the start.  
Location plans for the start and finish will be at the back of next month’s newsletter. 
 
One Day Continental Tresor Hunt, St Omer area, France - Saturday, 12th November 
Further details of this year’s event will be in next month’s Octagonal News.  This is not a serious event but a 
light-hearted excursion.  If you do require any further information at this stage please contact me on 01737 
765891. 
 
Please come and join in the fun.                         Derek Edwards 
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLINGS 

Thank you to everyone who brought their MGs to last month’s Pride of Ownership competition, it was an excellent 
turnout with 45 cars and the selection of the overall winner must have been difficult.  I even heard that one member 
was actually polishing his car at 6am on the day of the competition before he went to work – that is dedication!  Many 
congratulations to the winner who will be announced tonight. 
 
A big thank you to Richard and Linda Cordle for yet another superb annual run and overall it was a great day.  The 
route through Surrey, Sussex and Kent country lanes, the finish at Beaver Water World and the weather were all 
excellent.  Over 40 members thoroughly enjoyed the day and all had nothing but praise for the whole event.  It was 
also good to welcome Kim back into our fold with poor Dented Della, who received much attention from everyone 
inspecting her new patina.  I do hope that she isn’t scrapped, because she is a lovely car. 
 
I would also like to thank the many Epsom members for supporting the MG Car Club, South East Centre, Summer 
Celebration at Loseley Park on Sunday 7th August, just a month after our own event there.  By the end of the day 
there were over 200 MGs and 45+ Jaguars and, with the various MG displays, Gymkhana, House & Gardens plus a 
Craft Fair, there was lots to interest and entertain all.  I received a nice thank you letter from Doug Bush, club 
Chairman saying “Without the help of volunteers like you we would not have been able to put the event on for our 
members and other classic car enthusiasts”.  
  
It was pleasing to see modern MGs winning competitions, A ZR received first place in the Concours and a TF Spark 
came second in their standard Pride of Ownership competition.  Both were stunning cars and deserved to win.  It was 
also good to see the MG Metro of Sarah Bingham being the overall winner of the Gymkhana.  I think that Alan 
Bradley’s brother-in-law would have been a close contender if he had not obliterated the cones on the finish line of 
my stage.  His times were equal to the Metro (discounting the penalty) and his skilful driving provided a wonderful 
display for the spectators.  Unfortunately his MG decided that the cone crushing was embarrassing, developed a 
misfire and had to be retired. 
 
We welcome Chris Sales back this month as an Epsom member.  He decided to not renew his membership at the 
beginning of the year as he intended selling his “Y” type and would be without an MG.  Chris has now bought a 
stunning 1958 Varitone Blue ZB Magnette, formerly owned by Reg Boulton.  I have told him that Reg was a long 
standing member at Epsom, even after moving to Pontefract, and that he owned Wyatt which he sold to Kim in 2005 
when he bought the Magnette; it is a small world in MG circles 
 
The Abingdon Museum Fund Run that was planned for Sunday 11 September has been cancelled due to lack of 
support.  The MG Car Club and the MG Owners Club had jointly hoped for about 100 cars starting from each of the 
four start points, which would raise a further £10,000 for the Museum Fund.  As less than 40 applications had been 
received by the middle of August, which made the whole event unviable, the entrance monies already paid will be 
returned in full.     
 
Tickets for the 30th Anniversary Barn Dance will be on sale for the first time tonight, so dig deep and buy yours early 
to avoid disappointment. 
 
I will be organising the Annual Epsom Area Darts Championship at the Wallington Bowling Club on Saturday 26th 
November; please make a note in your diaries now and I will take participant names at the November Monthly 
meeting. 
 
I have offered to help with marshalling at the MG Car Club Autumn Gathering at Michelham Priory, Upper Dicker, Nr 
Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 3QS on Sunday 25 September - you can pre-book or just turn up on the day.  Gates open 
at 10.00am and the discounted entry which also covers the house & gardens is £10 per car (2 Adults) or, just for Kim, 
£6 per car for 1 adult!! ~ look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Our 30th Anniversary regalia is still selling like “hot cakes” and really looks good being worn by so many members at 
events.  I now have t-shirts in almost every colour that is available.  Eric will again be taking orders at tonight’s 
meeting, for next month.  Please don’t forget we have the new key rings at £2 each and windscreen stickers at £1 
each. 
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLINGS (continued) 
 

Much has been written in the motoring press about Ethanol in fuel and the effect it is likely to have on classic car 
engines and their fuel systems.  The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs is currently testing the various 
additives that are available to add to the fuel to combat its corrosive effects.  I will reprint their findings as and when 
they are available.  Ethanol in fuel does not have the same effect on modern cars because of the amount of plastics 
that are used in the fuel systems. 
 
I am going to a talk by Sir Richard Noble about the Bloodhound SSC Project at West Sussex MG Owners Club monthly 
meeting on Monday 12 September.  I was just wondering if there would be enough Epsom members who would be 
interested in Richard Noble giving the same talk to us.  Please let me know if any of you would be interested, there will 
be a charge of £10 per person because Richard is trying to raise funds in any way he can.  Have a look at the website at 
www.bloodhoundssc.com. 
 
Now it is time for the joke, a short one this month and thank you to the source. 
 
Dave and Jim were a couple of drinking buddies who worked as aircraft mechanics in Melbourne, Australia.  One day 
the airport was fogged in and they were stuck in the hangar with nothing to do. 
 
Dave said, 'Man, I wish we had something to drink!’  Jim says, 'Me too.  Y'know, I've heard you can drink jet fuel and 
get a buzz.  You wanna try it?'  So they pour themselves a couple of glasses of high octane booze and get completely 
smashed.  
 
The next morning Dave wakes up and is surprised at how good he feels.  In fact he feels GREAT!  NO hangover!  NO 
bad side effects.  Nothing!  Then the phone rings.  It's Jim.  Jim says, 'Hey, how do you feel this morning?’  Dave says, 'I 
feel great, how about you?'  Jim says, 'I feel great, too.  You don't have a hangover?' 
 
Dave says, 'No that jet fuel is great stuff - no hangover, nothing.  We ought to do this more often.'  'Yeah, well there's 
just one thing.'  
 
'What's that?'  Have you farted yet?'   
 
NO! 
 
'Well, DON'T – ‘cause I'm in New Zealand. 
 
 
That’s enough for this month, kind regards,  BRYAN 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 2011 
 
ABINGDON MUSEUM FUND RUN 
For some months I have been telling you of a proposal to raise money towards the refurbishment of Abingdon 
Museum.  Bryan Moylan of the Abingdon MG Car Club had got together with the MG Owners’ Club to plan an event 
due to take place in September of this year.  The plan was to organise four road runs converging on Abingdon.  We at 
Epsom agreed to be responsible for participants in the South.  The plan was for us to manage the departure of a 
number of cars leaving from Bocketts Farm.  This would be very similar to our Surrey Run but on a much smaller basis.  
The Owners’ Club were to take care of the route and all other aspects at Abingdon. 
 
Unfortunately, it would seem that, despite a significant effort on their part, the Owners’ Club have had a very poor 
response.  So few cars have registered that they have had to re think the whole exercise.  I have now officially heard 
from Cambridge that they have decided to cancel the event.  Many of those that did register were in fact leaving from 
Bocketts Farm, but this number was less than 30 cars.  Every one that did book will have a full refund.  My thanks go 
to all who offered help but you are now free for other things on the 11th September.  I am sure that we will have 
other opportunities in time to come. 
 
 NIGEL 

 
 

 

 
 

SURREY RUN 2011 – MG6 

 
Although Painshill Park and Bocketts Farm are only about 6 miles apart, as the crow flies, what a pleasant 75 mile run 
this was.  All the quiet lanes, picturesque countryside and a good route guide, provided a successful and enjoyable 
run.  We were able to drive about a 1/3 of the route before the heavens opened and the hood closed.  This did not 
detract from our appreciation of the run and a good day out. 
 
As West Sussex residents, much of the run was on familiar territory and as such, enabled us to detour a little so as to 
have lunch at one of our favourite haunts, The Black Horse at Byworth, (their Sunday roasts and fish and chips are 
magnificent!). 
 
At the end of the run, we made a soggy dash to the Café for a welcome cup of tea.  Whilst there, Ted came in to tell us 
that we had won the draw for a week’s use of a MG6.  Sorry Ted, but we thought you were joking, so carried on with 
our tea, but your frantic banging on the window got us running!  It still was a bit unbelievable even when we were 
‘presented’ with the car key for a photo shoot.  The presenter was Zack Sumner of SMC cars of Datchet. 
 
Subsequently, we arranged to pick up the car on 6th August for the week and did some 500 miles in it.  The car was 
the MG6 SE Turbo model, with an up rated K series engine (which is very much more powerful than the one in my 
MGZS!) a top rate chassis and suspension.  It handles very well, with a smooth, but positive ride and has one of the 
biggest boots that I have seen. 
 
There are one or two small design niggles (but what car does not), but it is certainly a good first effort for a sporty 
family car and I hope in due course, that any prejudice against this car joining the marque is softened and that the car 
is a success. 
 
Thank you Surrey Run and SMC.          Geoff and Lynn Trigger 
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 REGALIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to our regalia page.  We want you to be as proud of your club as you are of your cars and nothing looks 
better at an event or on a run than Epsom members wearing the club colours. 
 

We are about to launch our new range and details and order forms will shortly be available 
 

Don’t forget that we can also offer you Castrol Valvemaster Plus - the MGOC approved additive for leaded engines 
at a price less than the high street retailers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Baseball Cap 
£6.95 

Reversible Fleece 
£27 

Men’s Fleece Gilet 
£13.50 

NEW REGALIA RANGE IS HERE! 

 

ORDER YOUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

CLUB WEAR 

 

SPEAK TO (OR EMAIL) KIM OR ERIC 

 

FOR MORE DETAILS 
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DIARY OF EVENTS 
september   Unless stated, contact details are in Committee Listings 

Wednesday 7 7.30 for 8pm  Monthly Meeting – Auction Night 
NESCOT Sports & Social, Banstead Road, Ewell KT17 3HG 

Sunday 11   Abingdon Museum Fund Run 
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

Thursday 22 7pm on  Natter, The Fairmile, Portsmouth Road, Cobham, KT11 1BW.   
Contact Foggy Brooke 

Sunday 25   MGCC Autumn Gathering – Mickleham Priory 
Contact Derek Edwards 

OCTOber   Unless stated, contact details are in Committee Listings 

Wednesday 5 7.30 for 8pm  Monthly Meeting – Talk by MGOC  
PLEASE NOTE TALK WILL START AT 8.30PM SO BE EARLY! 
NESCOT Sports & Social, Banstead Road, Ewell KT17 3HG 

Tuesday 11   Natter – venue TBC 
Contact Foggy Brooke 

Sunday 16   Autumn Leaves Run, to The Plough at Leigh 
Contact Derek Edwards 

Saturday 29    30th Celebration Barn Dance, Nork Community Centre 
Contact Margaret Billinge 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Wednesday 2 November Monthly meeting – Talk about brewing beer by Tom Wright 
Saturday 26 November Darts Night – Wallington Bowling Club 
Sunday 4 December Light up a Life - St Raphael’s Hospice 
Wednesday 7 December Monthly meeting – Wrapping demonstration + Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 
 
All events are undertaken at Members’ own risk  
Events with the MG symbol are being officially supported or organised by Epsom Area 

 
 
 

HOW TO GET THERE 

  

Thursday 22 
Natter 

The Fairmile 
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SMALL ADS 
Private Ads are free to members and will stay in the newsletter for 3 issues unless you request an extension.  Contact the 

Editor for entry in the next issue 

FOR SALE 
Hard top storage bag 

(including hooks for wall-mounting) 
Suitable for MGF/TF 

Good condition 
£40 - no offers 

 

Contact John on 020 8393 8966 
3/3 

FOR SALE 
Suitable for MG TF 

Boot rack - used once 

Good overall condition but slight scuff, hence £50 ono 
 

Contact John on 020 8393 8966 

3/3 

FOR SALE 
Flymo compact 4000 electric mower 

1600w motor/40inch cut 
Little used due to Arthur Rightus 
    Cost £149, around £70 wanted 

 

Contact Ron on 020 8641 0073 

3/3 

FOR SALE 
SIB 2.5HP spray unit with tools guns etc. 

Large capacity tank/twin gauges 

£80 

Contact Ron on 020 8641 0073 

3/3 


