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SPRING ACTIVITIES




Thursday 7 From 7.30pm Club Night - Talk by Kent Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance
at Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY

Wednesday 20 From 7pm Evening Natter (Quiz Night), The Duke's Head, Dorking Road, Tadworth KT20 5SL
contact

Fri 29-Sun 1Jun  10am Club Spring Weekend to Torquay contact

Thursday 4 From 7.30pm Club Night - Race Night
at Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY

Sunday 7 12 noon Lunch at The Peacock, Henton, Oxfordshire, 0X39 4AH and afterwards at the Brookes’
contact

Friday 26 12 noon Wey and Arun Canal cruise - meet at Wey and Arun Canal Centre, Onslow Wharf, High Street,

Loxwood, RH14 ORD contact

Thursday 2 From 7.30pm Club Night - Pride of Ownership
at Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY
Sunday 19 From 12 noon | Surrey Run to Hollycombe Steam Collection - booking form later in this newsletter
Thursday 6 August Club night - summer social
Sunday 9 August Club Stand at Cranleigh Classic Car Show — booking opens from 7t April —
Reserve your space on club stand by contacting
Tuesday 11 August London Walk around Rotherhithe contact
Sunday 23 August Cordles' Run to Riverhill Himalayan Gardens contact
Mon 21-Wed 23 September New Forest Trip — see information in the Club Trips section of this newsletter
Sunday 25 October Autumn Leaves Run contact
Saturday 14 November Darts with Ploughman’s contact
Sunday 17 May MGCC Spring Event
Sunday 7 June New Forest Run
Sunday 7 June MGs in the Park
Saturday 15 August MGCC SE Road Run
Sunday 16 August MGCC Car Fest at Brands Hatch
Monday 31 August Bexhill 100 Classic & Custom Car Show
Sunday 6 September South Downs Run

24/01/27  Mothballs Run
30/01/27 Dinner/Dance & Annual Awards

Cut-off for the next newsletter is Saturday 23 May - send any entries or photos to
All events are undertaken at members’ own risk

We have a private Facebook group for Club members where you can post thoughts, requests, photos and anything else you think
might be of interest. To join the group, and let know if you have any problems

We have an informal supplier directory for your personal recommendations of suppliers of MG bits and services such as parts,
servicing, or bodywork. There is a form which you can access by — this will allow Harry to add your recommendations.
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Hello everyone

Not much to report from me as April was spent mostly feeling horrid getting over my chest infection and then exhausted
after having gone to Ireland to help my best mate look after her three very boisterous grandsons aged 1, 3 and 5 years old!
I'd like to make two thank yous — the first to everyone one who made an Easter bonnet and hat effort at the April meeting
and the second to Nige T for adding another 6 of us to the lovely natter at The Skim.

I'd like to repeat my appeal from last month - we feel the cost of our website could be reduced and wondered if any of our
members would like to offer to help us look at moving and developing the website on a more affordable platform — perhaps
some of our newer members have experience with this. Both Adam, our webmaster, and | are very happy to still be involved
so you wouldn’t be alone!

Kim

Friday 26" June — 2-hour cruise aboard the 'Wiggonholt' along the Wey and Arun canal. Cost £25. To allow for parking etc,
we will meet at the Wey and Arun Canal Centre, Onslow Wharf, High Street, Loxwood, RH14 ORD 12 noon for a 12.30pm
boarding. There is a toilet in the centre and as well as on board. Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided, and you may
also take your own refreshments. Slightly different from what | told you last month - dogs are allowed as this is a chartered
trip. Please note, this trip needs a minimum of 21 people to sign up to be viable.

Tuesday 11" August - London walk around the Rotherhithe area with guide Marian Clarke, meeting at 11.15 (venue TBC).
I will collect names and monies for the above events at the next two meetings.
Saturday 14th November - Darts Night with Ploughman’s Supper to be held at Wallington Bowling club.
Other events
e  Tribute Night with Supper followed by dancing at the Reigate Manor Hotel date to be arranged
Please continue to let me have your excellent ideas for outings.

Happy socialising, Margaret

April Monthly Meeting
Thanks are due to Kim for the Easter Quiz and Easter bonnet competition which were well received by the members.
Doreen

| took Doreen to the fracture clinic at St Helier Hospital on 30th March to see if they could remove the cast from her right
arm to give some relief of the pain she was suffering. They cut this off and replaced it with a sling which gives more
opportunity to move the arm about. This has given some relief, but she still needs to have Paracetamol painkillers. There is
no question of having an operation and | do not think that there are any further means of controlling the situation. Keeping
my fingers crossed.

That’s all from me this month. Keep well and keep safe. Eric

We are hoping that this summer will include lots of MG events and Club Stands. For the newer members amongst you, we
attend various events with our MGs throughout the summer to show off our cars and help events raise much-needed funds.
To book on a club stand, just contact

Cranleigh Classic Car Show Sunday 9 August —booking will shortly be open for this show (they are hoping by 7™ April. You
need to book tickets on their website then let Paul know if you are coming so he can add you to the space reserved for our
Club. to read more details on the Cranleigh Lions website.
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Our membership for 2026 stands at 102 paid, plus 27 Life Members. So, around 8 members, based on 2025 figures, have
not renewed, for the exciting year ahead. | have emailed or written to all those who have not renewed their subscription. |
am hopeful that we have a couple of new members who are considering joining us. Members who have not renewed their
membership will no longer receive our monthly newsletter.

Eric and | attended Allan Brown’s funeral on Friday 24th , to represent Epsom Area MGOC and there were members from
East Surrey Area MGOC and the Morris Minor Club present in numbers.

Please look at the Advert, in this newsletter, of some Car items that have been donated to the Club. | will be pleased to hear
from any members who wish to purchase any of these items.

Malcolm

Dear All

Thursday Club Night was an Easter Quiz and an Easter bonnet / hat competition. It was good fun with some nice hats, and
EVERYONE was a winner as each table got a handful of small Easter eggs to enjoy, thank you Kim. Linda and | managed to
get to the lunchtime natter at the Onslow Arms, which as always was very good, and we made it to the coffee morning at
Ashtead as well. There was also an evening natter at The Skimmington Castle on Reigate Heath, but we were unable to make
that one.

Club night this week is a talk from Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance, about their work, experiences and funding. There
is an evening natter on Wednesday 20th at The Dukes Head, and then on the 29" May we have our MG Spring Break in
Torquay. | know a lot of members have also booked extra days, so really looking forward to that one. The lighter evenings
and a bit of sunshine make getting the cars uncovered and on the road much more attractive.

Some of you know that the ‘Cordles' Run’ ran into a problem when our planned venue decided they didn’t want to host us.
We have looked at so many sites that either didn’t have parking, cafe, suitable facilities or required us to pre-book tickets.
We are now booked to end our run at The Riverhill Himalayan Gardens near Sevenoaks. Linda and | visited it last week to
see if it would be suitable, to find an amazing garden with lots to see, beautiful gardens, cafe, maze and so much to see and
do. There is an exhibition of Surrey sculptures displayed throughout the summer. When | asked about parking, they are
going to reserve a space to enable us all to park together. Some of the garden is hilly, although the bottom area is flatter
and readily accessible. Dogs are welcome on a lead. Entrance fee is £14 BUT they do accept the BBC Gardener’s World 2 for
1 offer. If you purchase online, it will cost you £11 with postage and is valid for the whole year. There is even a garden in
Torquay eligible with Gardener’s World scheme for a discounted visit.

We took the ZT up to the Wythall Bus Museum near Birmingham, pulling the caravan, a couple of weeks ago, and had a
great weekend, and now | feel a bit more confident about the car. Having spent over an hour on the almost stationary M25
to reach the M40, pulling a caravan, certainly gave the clutch a good test. While we were there, we went to the Birmingham
Botanical Gardens (Another 2 for 1 venue) and had to plan our route to avoid the Birmingham LEZ zone. More and more
places are introducing these zones, so another obstacle to look out for.

If anyone took their MG out on Drive It Day please send me a picture, or pictures, and | will put them together as a report
on the Facebook page.

Happy Motoring, Richard
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There are many events upcoming for our Club to note in your diaries. Our Pride of Ownership will be on our July Club Night,
Thursday 2nd July, the Surrey Run on Sunday 19" July, the Cordles' Run on Sunday 23rd August and our Autumn Leaves Run
will be on Sunday 25 October.

The MG Car Club have a Spring event on Sunday 17th May with a trip from Leonardslee Gardens to Herstmonceux Castle,
details are available from the MG Car Club SE Centre. On 7th June both The New Forest Run and MGs in the Park take place
- | know members attend such events. Cranleigh Car Show is on Sunday 9th August and Bexhill 100 is on Bank Holiday
Monday 31st August. The South Downs Run from Storrington to Eastbourne, run by West Sussex MGOC, will be on Sunday
6th September.

A new and significant date for your diaries will be the weekend of 15th/16th August. The MG Car Club SE Centre main
Summer Event will be on 15th going to Lullingstone Castle in Kent. Booking details are on the MG Car Club SE Centre website.
The MG Car Club will hold their Annual Car Fest at Brands Hatch on the 16 which will include a Race Meeting and Car Show
on the Sunday. Tickets to display can be booked on the MG Car Club website with special offer tickets available using code
CCBH26.

Event and booking details for the above events can be found in the Other Events section in the second page of this newsletter
to go to this.

Malcolm Childs Membership Secretary

Once again, Margaret Billinge organised a Skittles Evening for the club at the Royal British Legion Club in Limpsfield, this year
on 27" March. With a scheduled 34 players split over 7 teams, the start of play was delayed due to heavy traffic on the M25
and surrounding main roads affecting the journeys for many. Depending on the time available, either four or five rounds
were initially scheduled to be played. In the middle of the 3rd round of play, a hot and cold buffet was partaken, and suitably
devoured. After 5 rounds, the top-line results are summarised as follows :

High Player Game score :
1st place for 5 players who each scored 8 pins - Kevin, Richard, John, Shirley, Roger
6th place for 22 scores of 7 pins (with several players scoring 7 pins at least twice)

High Player Match score :
Kevin 1st with 31
Malcolm and John equal 2nd with 30
3 players equal 4th with 29
4 players equal 7th with 28

High Team Game score :
Mavericks 1st with 32 pins
2nd place with 5 scores of 29 pins for 4 teams (with team Frosties scoring 29 pins twice)
7th place went to the Wobbly Lot

High Team Match :
Mavericks 1st with 130 pins
Rolling Pins 2nd with 129
Frosties 3rd with 128

So, the team match placings saw the top 3 teams covered by just 3 pins, and the player match placings saw the top 3 players
covered by just 2 pins.

Thanks must go to Margaret Billinge for organising the event, all those players who helped with resetting the pins after each
turn (and who may have endured sore backs and knees the following morning!), to the team at the venue for the food and
the facilities, and to all of those players who persevered with the traffic to attend the event, oh, and to me for doing the
scoring!.

Kevin Watson
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Our Lunchtime Natter in April took place at The Onslow Arms in West Clandon, on Thursday 16th, where we had 11
participants enjoying an excellent lunch and our Evening Natter on Friday 24th at The Skimmington Castle, Reigate saw 10
members enjoy another fine meal with good food and excellent service.

Owing to the Upcoming Weekend away in Torquay from Friday 29th May until Monday 1st June, (where some of us will be
leaving for the run down to Torquay rather earlier than the above date), and therefore we may well be rather busier than
usual, I have planned an Evening Natter on Wednesday 20th May, (Quiz Night), at The Duke's Head, Dorking Road, Tadworth,
Surrey KT20 5SL at 7.30pm, for up to 8 persons. | haven't booked a Lunchtime Natter for May, but we will only have a Coffee
Meeting as broadcast in our Epsom MG WhatsApp group.

Also please don't forget to book a place at our upcoming Lunchtime Natter on Sunday 7th June at The Peacock, Henton,
near Chinnor, 0X39 4AH commencing at12 for 12.30pm, where we can choose Starter and/or Main courses, after which we
will move onwards to the home of our Hosts John and Alexis Brooke, for Desserts, Tea/Coffee etc followed by garden games
such as Bowls, Croquet, Jenga, Red-Kite flying etc, (details and directions will be supplied by John at lunch). Please Note:- |
am taking bookings for this event and will need menu choices for your starter and/or main course (BUT NOT DESSERTS, since
these will be supplied by Alexis later) at the latest by Tuesday 2nd June. To book natters, contact

Kind Regards, Nige

Please also note that there are still spaces available for any late joiners on our upcoming Weekend away in Torquay from
29th May until 1st June. We have used our quota of 15 rooms for the New Forest trip package but there may be more rooms
available if you call the hotel directly. Booking contacts and details are in the listing but if you have any questions, contact

Spring visit to Torquay 29" May to 1° June to The Headland Hotel, Torquay
Book directly with Kim at lowW Tours on 01983 405116

The elegant Headland Hotel is in one of the most scenic areas of Torbay with many
original period features. The Hotel & Spa sits majestically on the headland in two acres
of magnificent grounds with breathtakingly uninterrupted sea views. It is a short walk
along the coastal footpath from Meadfoot Beach, Illsham Valley woods, Torquay
Harbour, town centre, seafront and bustling promenade. There are spa facilities
including hydro pools, a cold plunge pool, jacuzzi, sauna & steam room.

The package cost £359 per person which includes:
e Half board accommodation in en-suite room (limited single rooms available)
e Use of hotel facilities
e  Full Day Club Runs
e River Exe Cruise

September trip to Lyndhurst 21° to 23" September to the Crown Manor House Hotel, Lyndhurst

This trip is fully booked but it may be worth contacting the hotel to see if they can still offer
the same deal.

Epsom MG Owners' Club Package a 2-course meal per evening, afternoon tea, and
breakfast. 3 Nights - Classic Doubles (double occupancy) - £348 per person. 2 Nights -
Classic Doubles (double occupancy) - £232 per person.

To check availability, call the hotel directly on 0238 0282922.
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This month | thought that | would say a little more about the collection of artifacts at Hollycombe Steam Museum. | have
previously mentioned that, in 1951, the estate was purchased by the late Commander John Baldock who from an early age
had developed a love of steam power. During your visit as part of the Surrey RUN on 19th July, you will see his collection
that also includes examples of working steam driven farm equipment.

In the 1800s steam engines revolutionised farming by replacing horses
and manual labour with mechanical power. This reduced labour costs
and drastically increased efficiency. Initially, in the 1790s, stationary
engines were used for threshing and by the 1830s they had they
evolved into portable engines. These then developed into large self-
propelled traction engines by the 1850s and could be used for other
tasks powering ploughing and hauling. The stationary engines were
originally used in threshing by replacing time-consuming hand-flailing,
drastically speeding up the separation of grain from chaff. Portable
engines were also towed by horses between farms to power other
machinery. By the 1850s, massive traction engines sometime worked in pairs using cable systems. Between them, these
could pull large multi- furrow ploughs, improving productivity on large fields. Steam power significantly lowered the reliance
on horses and human labour for heavy tasks. This often-alleviated labour shortages in many areas. The superior power of
steam allowed for deeper ploughing and the ability to cultivate larger areas of land. Steam engines however were expensive,
often limiting their ownership to larger farms. They required skilled operators and consumed large quantities of coal, wood
and constant water supplies. This situation finally led to the later adaption of the internal combustion tractors that were
produced in millions.

Fortunately, John Baldock had the foresight to preserve some of this early equipment, saving it for us to still admire in this
present age of modern farming technology.

More details can be found on the Epsom website together with information regarding the 2026
SURREY RUN. For your convenience, the Epsom Club booking form below can be used by members to fill in and then send
directly to Pat Watson.

Nigel
5 5~
SURREY RUN BOOKING FORM
NAME e e e e e e e rnnees Telephone .
AAIESS ittt ettt et e e e b e e e e e bt e e e s a bt e e e aa bt e e e e bt e e e sh bt e e e aa bt e e e e haeeeehbeeeeaa bt e e seabaee e e bt eeeeaabteesenbaeeesanreaenn
........................................................................... Postcode

MG TP oo REEINO e
EMail e s
[] Cheque for £25 enclosed payable to EPSOM AREA MGOC
[J Paid £25 by bank transfer to:

Account Name Epsom Area MG Owners Club

Account number 20466565

Sort code 2024 61

Reference Surrey Run 26

Return with stamped self-addressed envelope to:

Pat Watson, 47 Newlands Way, Chessington KT9 2RW
Tel: 020 8397 2008 Email:
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As many of you know we lost Alan at the end of March. Alan,
from Redhill, joined the Club back in December 2012 along with
his friend Trevor Comber. Alan, who was 81, was a lively, friendly
man who had a passion for classic cars being a member of the
Morris Minor Club as well as being involved with his MGs at both
Epsom Area MGOC and East Surrey Area MGOC.

He was a keen photographer who each year provided excellent
photos of our Club at The Diamond Riding Centre Autumn Fairs.

He will be greatly missed, and we send our condolences to his
family and friends.
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Tony Pearse is responsible for our fabulous Regalia. Sport your Club colours with pride or choose one of our lovely gifts
for you, your family, or friends. To buy any item, complete the order form below, including the reference number beside

the item you want, and email it to or hand it to Tony at a Club Nights.
LIGHTWEIGHT V NECK SWEATER £27
Henbury H720 made of cotton/acrylic with ribbed neck, cuffs and hem
Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL/3XL/4XL
Colours: Black, Dark Grey, Navy, Purple
M.V RESULT CORE POLARTHERM QUILTED FLEECE WINTER JACKET £44
Wy 1

Luxury soft feel fleece, Polartherm™ polyester quilted lining. Windproof. Full length zip, two zip
closing side pockets. Elasticated cuffs, Adjustable drawcord hem. 100% polyester, Super warm.
Reference RS219X

Sizes: 38(S)/41(M)/44(L)/46(XL)/48(2XL)/50(3XL)/52(4XL) Colours: Navy blue or black

FRUIT OF THE LOOM POLO SHIRTS £17

MENS (SS11) LADIES (SS86)

Size: S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL/5XL Sizes 8/10/12/14/16/18

Colours: Black, heather grey, navy, white, | Colours: Black, bottle green, burgundy, heather grey,
bottle green, burgundy, deep navy, emerald | purple, red, navy, deep navy, royal blue, sky blue,
(mid-green), Kelly (light green), orange, sunflower (yellow) or white.

purple, red, royal blue, sky blue, sunflower

MENS TSHIRTS
FRUIT OF THE LOOM (SS10) £14 RUSSELL HEAVYWEIGHT (010M) £17.50
Size: S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL/5XL Size: XS/S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL

Colours: Black, heather grey, navy, white, ash,  Colours: Black, bottle green, bright royal, classic red,
bottle green, burgundy, classic olive, deep | French navy, light Oxford, orange, white

navy, light graphite, red, royal Blue, zinc,

chocolate

WOMENS GILDAN V-NECK TSHIRTS £14

V-neck premium (GD92)

Size: 8-10 (S)/10-12 (M)/12-14 (L)/14-16 (XL)/16-18 (XXL)

Colours: Azalea, black, Cornsilk, Heliconia, light blue, navy, red, royal blue, sapphire blue, sport grey,
white

FRUIT OF THE LOOM HOODIES £27.50

MENS (SS16) LADIES (SS82)

Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL Size: 8/10/12/14/16/18 (XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL)

Colours: Black, burgundy, olive, deep navy, Colours: Azure, Black, deep navy, fuchsia, heather
heather grey, light graphite, red, royal blue grey, red, white.
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SWEATSHIRTS

FRUIT OF THE LOOM (SS120) £19.50 RUSSELL (762M) (thicker version) £22
Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL and chest 35-37/38- Size: XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL/3XL/4XL or chest 34-36/36-
40/41-43/44-46/47-49 38/38-40/40-42/42-44/44-46, 46-48/48-50

Colours: Azure, black, bottle, burgundy, Deep | Colours: Bottle green, bright royal blue, French navy,
Navy, Fuchsia, Heather Grey, Kelly (green), |black, bright red, burgundy, classic red, light Oxford
Light Graphite, Orange, Purple, Red, Royal (grey), purple, sky blue, winter emerald (green)
Blue, White

CAPS £14.50

BEECHFIELD (BB58) heavy cotton drill with stitched ventilation eyelets, pre-curved peak, fabric strap
with tri-glide buckle.
Colours: Black, bottle green, bright royal, classic red, French navy, light grey, natural and white

BEECHFIELD CUFFED BEANIE £12

Colours: 57 — too many to show. Ask Tony for a colour chart!

One size embroidered with our logo. Reference BB45

MUMBLES BEAR £15

Bears (MMO016) are light brown and 30cm (12”) tall. They can be ordered beautifully dressed in a
coloured jumper, hoodie, or t-shirt, embroidered with the famous Epsom MGOC logo. Choose from:
e Jumper: Cream, baby pink, baby blue, navy, white, red

| o Hoodie: Fuchsia, navy, red, white

-,'-_ e  T-shirt: Fuchsia, navy, red, white, sublimation white, baby blue, bottle green, burgundy, pink

METAL KEYRING £1.50 CREDIT CARD HOLDER £2

Keyring with domed decal fob featuring the | Plastic credit card holder with Epsom Club Logo
Epsom Club logo

[ CAR WINDOW STICKERS 50p
O Not just for the car — why not buy one for home, shed, caravan or camper!
——

Wow your friends and family when you sign your autograph with a stylish club pen!

REGALIA ORDER FORM
NAME:
TELEPHONE: EMAIL:
ITEM REFERENCE SIZE COLOUR PRICE

TOTAL TO PAY
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Private Ads are free to members and will stay in the newsletter for 3 issues unless you request an extension. Contact the
Editor - email for entry in the next issue. Inclusion of an advert does not indicate Club endorsement

AVAILABLE FOR A DONATION TO THE CLUB

Four Axle Stands
2 Metal Ramps
2-ton Hydraulic Jack
4 Tyre rests

Please contact if interested.

FOR SALE

1962 MGA 1622 Mark 2 Coupe
Iris Blue, restored by previous owner

Many new parts with receipts, including
a very early 1800, 3 bearing block.

Good condition, but not concourse.

Price £14,500

Please contact Sarah on 07838793761
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Private Ads are free to members and will stay in the newsletter for 3 issues unless you request an extension. Contact the

Editor - email

Eric Nicholls

@& 0208669 1793/07960 089009
|

Richard Cordle

@& 0203 697 7960/0798 601 2335
O

=

Ted Oughton

@& 01372 462515/07742 397107
]

=

Paul Coleman
Z 01483 423169

Nigel Swann

@& 01932 247140/07946 262630
]

=

Nigel Taylor
@ 07584 575 695
=|

=

for entry in the next issue. Inclusion of an advert does not indicate Club endorsement

Kim Shrosbree

& 07831427515
|

=

Malcolm Childs

@& 020 8715 3738/07814 988337
m|

=

Margaret Billinge

& 01892 610117/0778 3017905
]

=

Tony Pearse

@& 020 8643 4703/07592 885 554
|

=

Adam Domaingue

@& 07801497279
]

=

Currently vacant
Please contact Membership Secretary
If you could take on this role, please let us know

CANINE PARTNERS STAMP APPEAL

Canine Partners is running an ongoing Stamp Appeal to raise funds for the first year of puppy training (5000 each). If
Members would like to help them achieve their goals, Eric will take any postage stamps and send them to Canine
Partners on behalf of Epsom Area MGOC or they can also be sent directly to Canine Partners —you can find more

information on their website by
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