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Celebrating 500 Issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the 500th edition of our Epsom MGOC 
Octagonal News. This milestone marks five hundred editions 
of shared stories, roaring engines, and the enduring spirit of 
MG enthusiasts. From the earliest issues to today’s digital 
editions, the Epsom Area MGOC newsletter has chronicled 
decades of motoring history, adventure and, most of all 
friendship. The first edition, published in the mid-1980s, was 
in an era before we all went online, before we could email 
newsletters and before we could easily (and cheaply) 
produce a rather slicker issue in a much shorter time. 

In the early editions, our MGs were British cars from a British manufacturer 
and, taking them out and about, we shared event reports, results, 
maintenance tips, and tales from the open road. Fast forwarding to our 500th 
edition sees us embracing MGs old and new, British and not, but we are still 
proud to drive cars bearing the MG marque. 

From our first meetings in 
The Amato in Epsom 
through various venues 
to our meetings today at 
Sutton United FC, the newsletter has evolved from being handed out at 
monthly meetings, with a paper copy available for all members, to today’s 
version with colour photos, links in the event calendar, a click to email 
committee members. Our PDF format is easily shared and put online for 
anyone to access and here’s to the next 500 issues! 

This milestone belongs to every member who has contributed stories, photos, and passion over the years. Our newsletter 
continues to thrive because of the shared love for the marque and the people who keep its wheels turning. 

Here’s to the next 500 editions—driven by history, powered by community, and inspired by the open road. 
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Member’s Reminiscences 

Nigel Swann 

Now that 2025 has come to an end, the time has arrived when we 
traditionally announce new and exciting activities for 2026 including our 
very own 25th Anniversary Surrey Run. With this being the 500th edition 
of our monthly newsletter, it made me reflect on the origins of this road 
run that we host each July. Charity fundraising for deserving local causes 
has been in the DNA of the Epsom Area MGOC since its formation in 1981. 
Our early efforts quickly grew into one of the three major, all-weekend 
National MG shows. One of these took place in the north of England; the 
second was in the Midlands, covered by MGOC HQ, and ours, the Southern 
National or Surrey Show as we called it, was hosted at Leatherhead by the 
Epsom AREA attracting thousands of MG enthusiasts in the South all 
raising those vital funds. During our lives we may all need some form of 
help. Unfortunately, In the last couple of months, we ourselves lost a close family member to Motor Neurone Disease, MND.  
During this we were so grateful for the support and advice offered to us by amazing and dedicated organisations, all relying on 
charity donations. 

For many years I had been an existing owner and keen MG 
enthusiast. I discovered the Epsom Area in 1989 and soon joined 
the Surrey Show organising team. By 1995 I had taken on a five-
year role as Show Chairman with a committee of about 20 
dedicated Club members. Our job was to provide a full program 
of entertainment for many visitors covering a complete three-day 
event in July. The show opened on the Friday morning with arrival 
of the keen campers and then continued until our closing prize 
giving ceremony on Sunday afternoon. The planning started with 
detailed discussions at Leatherhead Leisure Centre where we 
negotiated taking over all their outside facilities including a 
number of fields and a large internal space called the Mole Barn.  

Activities started on the Thursday by collecting picket irons and ropes ready for the Friday morning teams to start marking out 
the main display area, with room for over 40 traders and parking for hundreds of cars. As the day progressed, three fields 
dedicated to camping areas would gradually fill under the watchful eye of our “Camping Fee Collection Team”. These areas 
ranged from a Tranquil Site down by the river, then the Quiet Family Area with the most popular always the Noisy Field where 
campers would party well into the night. One year I did have to contact the Electricity Board who were very helpful in 
disconnecting a Belgian contingent who had hot-wired their beer fridge to an adjacent lamp post! 

A social evening was always held on Friday evening in 
the Leisure Centre bar. For a modest number of cars, 
Saturday morning was dedicated to a car run through 
the picturesque Surrey countryside. Afternoon games 
were fiercely fought by all the visiting MGOC Areas 
with a chance of winning a case of beer and a wooden 
toilet seat as a trophy. During all this activity the 
traders and car club displays were busy setting up. One 
year the Owners’ Club from HQ arrived in an open top 
bus. This did not continue as unfortunately it blew up 
on the M25. We had most of the Epsom members with 

a wide range of duties, all clad in matching T shirts and ensuring smooth running of the weekend. Saturday evening always 
concluded with a huge BBQ.  
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Sunday was the main day with visitor’s cars streaming in from a very early hour. Our members were all fully occupied working 
to a rota system. The traders were busy selling to enthusiasts with lists of vital parts required to keep their cars on the road. 
We had organised car driving tests showing various ranges of skills. There were about 20 expert judges taking care of concours 
and condition entries. On one occasion we had over ten vans all lined up dedicated to just tuning visitors MGs. The Mole Barn 
area that I mentioned earlier, was used for a constant series of technical seminars given by experts on topics ranging from 
general car maintenance to demonstrations of seat and interior trimming. At about 4pm we would start the prize giving 
ceremony and, as our visitors gradually left for home, we would take the traditional Epsom Team photo before the mammoth 
job of packing up.  

We continued this each year until our last Surrey Show in the year 
2000. At this time, many of the MG traders were finding the general 
economics of life difficult with some going out of business. This 
situation also affected many of our sponsors. Our own financial outlay 
to host the show ran into thousands of pounds and to continue 
proposed a significant risk. Today, it is only the Northern National that 
remains, now reduced to a one-day event. Enthusiasts however were 
still very keen to run their cars. A decision was made to develop the 
Surrey Run element of our show into a new all-inclusive stand-alone 
event with the first taking place to Bentley Wild Fowl in 2001. This new 
format proved very successful in maintaining a similar annual level of 
funds for our charities while still providing an enjoyable day for other MG enthusiasts. It also provided a focus for many of our 
own Epsom members in the planning or taking part in the Run. By changing the end venue each year, we have maintained the 
interest and 2026 will see the 25th SURREY RUN in this format, only missing 2020 due to the pandemic. 

My specific role during this time has been an absolute privilege, and I would like to thank everyone for the faith and support 
that you have shown over the decades. Your amazing input has raised a total in the region of two hundred thousand pounds 
making a difference to a wide range of deserving causes. With the Epsom enthusiasm, I am confident that together we will 
continue our fundraising for many more years to come. 

 

 

 

David Cornwell 

David writes that he came across this photo of Ray & Joy Reeves, he explains: 

We were returning from an Epsom event in 2006 when they called into the Weald & Downland Museum. They found a MG Car 
Club event in progress where Ray and Joy Reeves entered into the driving event and drove to 2nd place. The catch was, when 
the officials of the Car Club realised, they were MG Owners Club members not members of the Car Club, they rescinded the 
prize much to the amusement of us all. 
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Malcolm Childs  

(with particular thanks to Marlene Childs) 

Malcolm writes of his and Marlene’s 26 years of enjoyment with Epsom Area 
MGOCL: 

I am the proud owner of MG TD 1953 Registration no. FSL989, chassis no 
TD24796, original engine XPAG/TD2/25221, build date 05/02/1953, TD 24796 
EX/L/NA. The car was imported into the UK in November 1998 by an Austin 
Healey specialist. He was let down on the proposed sale of the MG. I then 
made an offer that was accepted. The car had been off the road in Southern 
California for 20 years. At the recommendation of the seller, I made the 
decision to only have the car mechanically rebuilt and I then worked on the 
interior and bodywork. Some 4 months later, Marlene rang me at work to 
advise me that what looked like a worn-out car had been delivered to our 
home, a good start! Luckily, for me, my wife worked with Anne Naylor, wife 
of Dave Naylor, owner of both an ex-works L2 Magna and a K1 Tourer, who 
lived locally and they were members of Epsom Area MG Owners Club, and he 
became my mentor on old MGs. I joined Epsom Area MGOC in 2000. 

My first involvement with the Club was to take the Bouncy Castle, I owned to the MGOC South Event at Leatherhead in 2000. 
Over the 25 years I have enjoyed thoroughly my involvement with Epsom MGOC and for the last 9 years have been Membership 
Secretary and other roles as required. During the Covid outbreak I managed to keep everyone up to date with MG items 
through editing the Newsletter and I have organised Car Events for the last 5 years. 

The friendships that have been made with so many people from the Club have become an integral part of our lives. Their 
support to me by my activities with volunteering in the Royal Park at Richmond, particularly with driving the RP1 Free Minibus 
Service have been exceptional.  Membership of the MG Car Club, MG Owners Club, Octagon Club and especially our local 
Epsom MG Owners Club have led to many friendships and enjoyment over this period of ownership. Sadly, we have lost a 
number of friends over this period. 

In December 2005 I purchased a red MG Metro which 
particularly enjoyed The New Forest Run, Regency Runs and 
the Windsor Timeline Event. This car was eventually 
scrapped and replaced by a new MG TF 135 in December 
2009 and replaced by my present MG3 which we have 
owned for 10 years. 

The TD’s first Car Show led to a meeting in 2000 with Mike 
Brewer of “Wheeler Dealers” fame and he came over and 
asked me what I was going to do with the car i.e. “drive it” or 
“show it” I told him that I was going to drive it so he said 
“keep it the way it is don’t lose its patina”. I am pleased to say it has been shabby in a good way ever since. The car has been 
driven regularly over the last 25 years enjoying trips abroad and in the UK. Included in these journeys have been visits to the 
first Classic Le Mans in 2002,MGCC European Events, the Channel Islands, numerous “T” Register Autumn Tours, every Surrey 
Run since 2000, most South Downs Runs and many Regency Runs and, of course, around 100 Epsom MGOC Runs and weekends 
away. 

Breakdowns, or incidents, are part of life and on at least 2 of our “T” Register weekends we have managed, 1 mile and 8 miles 
before coming to a halt. On those occasions we had to revert to our normal daily driver to get to Devon and the Yorkshire Dales 
respectively. Engine failure after 17 years with a mileage of over 130,000 miles came as a bit of a shock, especially when you 
are halfway up Bury Hill on the A29, on the South Downs. The rear axle had whined for nearly 18 years until enough was enough 
and a rebuild was required. At times like this the experts come in handy and my thanks to George Edney and Hardy Engineering 
Limited at Leatherhead for their work. In addition, my thanks to Alan Smith of Phoenix Autos in Carshalton who looked after 
the annual check-up for 25 Years. 

Being Left Hand Drive has not been a hindrance and in fact living in the southeast with narrow roads has at times been a help! 
When travelling abroad life has of course been easier. The car has maintained its 4-speed box and, apart from some noise on 
motorways when you have to use higher revs, has been fine, particularly with the gearing of the TD.  

Marlene’s company on so many runs and events has been superb, and her reading of every type of navigational instructions 
has been second to none! After 26 years of driving, fettling and cleaning, my wife and I have had a great deal of fun and 
enjoyment on our adventures with the TD. My thanks to all of the people from Epsom Area MGOC we have met and whose 
company we have enjoyed and to drive a car like this, whether hood up or down is a separate story in its own right! Long may 
the fun continue in the years ahead! 
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Kim Shrosbree 

 

And finally, as they say! I wanted to add my own memories. My ex-husband (but still 
very good friend) Gordy Kenmuir and I joined the Club at the end of the 1990s so 
almost 30 years ago. He had moved to a local job and lost his company car so I 
suggested that we did not necessarily need a very reliable second car (!) and why didn’t 
we go for a classic so we bought a 1971 BGT – sadly I can’t even remember what 
happened to it but in fact, I had been a member of the Club many moons ago when I 
owned a B GT registration CMD 300H (how can I remember that when things like my 
PIN regularly escape me)! Gordy and got to know people and the rest, as they say, is 
history! Gordy next moved on to a beautiful yellow LE500, bought at an evening hosted 
by Epsom’s local MG dealer. When we divorced, I got the house and he got the car! 

Our Epsom membership started by not knowing anyone, now many members are 
amongst my closest friends and the ones with whom I spent much of my free time. 
I have to say, though, initially I was rather worried that all members might be like 
the owners at the Surrey Show taking their what looked to be perfectly shiny MGs 
apart and cleaning every component whilst wearing cotton gloves in a field - totally 
mystifying! (see proof in Nigel Swann’s article above!!).  

Gordy was the editor of the newsletter for the early 
2000s and, when he moved to America, I took over. I 
guess I have been the Editor, with a bit of a timeout, for 
over 20 years, in fact a check showed me, my first issue 

was exactly 25 years ago -  January 2005 when there was a photo of some very handsome young 
men on the front cover with a beautiful girl behind the wheel! I should probably note that they are 
not old enough for the photo to be black & white, but the newsletter was in those days! Other 
notable entries in that newsletter include thanks from St Raphael’s Hospice, the date of the 
Mothballs and Valentines Runs, requests for subscription renewal and tickets for the dinner so not 
much has changed. The most notable thing is, no email addresses for many Committee members 
and, with no Satnavs or Google, I used to have to put in a whole page of maps – I think times have 
probably changed for the better in that respect! These days, of course, we are able to reap the 
benefit of web links, email editions and a thriving WhatsApp and Facebook group. 

It would be impossible for me to remember everything that has been reported over 
500 issues but highlights for are many runs, especially the Continentals organised by 
the late Derek Edwards – both they and he hold a very dear place in my heart, 
particularly the one where Gordy and I managed to cram I have no idea how many 
bottles of wine into the boot of his LE500 (perhaps Richard could use this photo as a 
tie-breaker for the next Cordles’ Run)! The competitiveness of the Cordles’ Run is 
always a winner every year for me too. 

Of course, another part of my role is a photographer for the Surrey Run. It never 
ceases to amaze me that MG enthusiasts buy a photo of the same car in the same field 
year after year, but I am very glad they do! The ink has not even dried on the forms 

before they plop through my letterbox or, for the really keen ones, are on the seat of my TF parked in a field during the Run! 
Sadly, I now, after all these years, even recognise number plates when I’m out and about at random times of the year as being 
someone who ordered a photo of their car! 

Monthly meetings have been another highlight, from talks (with dog on one occasion) to auctions 
through bingo to mulled wine, they have been entertaining and thought-provoking. My most 
memorable meeting involved foam rabbits and an amazing magician, I think Eric will remember the 
evening very well! If enough people ask, I will write more later in the year!! 

I should finish by adding that Tom was also an MG owner 
from a young age, he had a B GT when he was in his late teens 
– look at this skinny young man!  

We both love being part of the club and thank everyone for the memories, the laughs, 
the tears, the picnics, the beers and the breakdowns and we look forward to another 
500 issues! 
\  
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Events 

 
 

January 

Thursday 8 From 7.30pm Monthly meeting – Kim’s 2025 News Quiz 
Times Square Room, Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY 

Sunday 25 10am Mothballs Run - The Pheasant, Reigate Rd, Buckland RH3 7BG to The Plough, Church Rd, 
Leigh RH2 8NJ contact - Malcolm Childs 

Saturday 31 6.45 for 7pm Dinner Dance & Annual Awards –info & booking details later in this newsletter 

   

February   

Thursday 5 From 7.30pm Monthly meeting 
Times Square Room, Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY 

Sunday 15 10am Hunt the Valentine – The Pheasant, Reigate Rd, Buckland RH3 7BG to The Plough, Church 
Rd, Leigh RH2 8NJ contact - Malcolm Childs 

   

March   

Thursday 5 From 7.30pm Monthly meeting 
Times Square Room, Sutton United FC, Gander Green Lane, Sutton SM1 2EY 

Tuesday 10  
Tours of St Paul’s Cathedral contact Margaret Billinge 

Tuesday 17 

Friday 10 6 for 6.30pm Skittles at Royal British Legion, Grub St, Limpsfield Chart RH8 0SJ 
Contact Margaret Billinge 

 

Other Club events  

19 July Surrey Run to Hollycombe Steam Collection - booking form later in this newsletter 

29 May-1 June Club Spring Weekend to Torquay contact Nigel Taylor 

Mon 21-Wed 23 September New Forest Trip contact Nigel Taylor 

  

Other Events  

Sunday 8 February MG & Triumph Spares Day at Stoneleigh click for info 

Sunday 26 April DriveIt Day click for info 

  

 

Member Information 

Cut-off for the next newsletter is Saturday 24 January - send any entries or photos to kimshros@gmail.com 

All events are undertaken at members’ own risk 

We have a private Facebook group for Club members where you can post thoughts, requests, photos and anything else you think 
might be of interest. To join the group, click here and let Kim know if you have any problems 

We have an informal supplier directory for your personal recommendations of suppliers of MG bits and services such as parts, 
servicing, or bodywork. There is a form which you can access by clicking here – this will allow Harry to add your 
recommendations. 

  

2025 Charity Donations 

At this time of year, we invite member to nominate a local charity to be considered for a small donation from the Club/ 

Simply drop an email to our Secretary, Richard Cordle, on ZZRJC@hotmail.com giving details of the charity and how a donation 
would be used if they were successful.  Nominations must be with Richard, by the close of the January monthly meeting. 

https://www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk/
https://www.driveitday.co.uk/
mailto:kimshros@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/625566883477218
https://forms.office.com/r/6FUCg1YZg6
mailto:ZZRJC@hotmail.com
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Editor’s Etchings 
 
Hello and Happy New Year! As this is the 500th issue of our newsletter, I have had a bit of a revamp – whether or not I keep 
it like this will depend on your feedback which I await with bated breath! 

I hope all members had a good Christmas. Ours started with the pianist for our Christmas Eve village Carol Service being 
taken ill at the last-minute meaning that I had to hastily download the listed carols and juggle my order of service with my 
phone stopping and starting the music as needed. It mostly went well except for when the recording was singing a different 
verse to us and when the music for one ran out as we still had two verses to go! I then served 70 people with mulled wine 
(and only a couple of coffees) afterwards and we had a social evening in the village hall later. On Christmas Day Tom and I 
took a flask of leftover mulled wine on a 3 hour walk with Team Teddy. The result of all this was complete apathy to the 
thought of cooking Christmas dinner, instead we stuffed crisps and chocolate and had a big dinner on Boxing Day instead! 

I am looking forward to many MG events this year. I am particularly eagerly awaiting poshing up for the dinner and having 
a brilliant day out at Hollycombe Steam at the end of the Surrey Run and I hope to see many of you out and about.  

Have a great 2026 with best wishes from Tom, Teddy, Cleo and, of course, me! Kim 
 

Social Scene 

 
Tuesdays 10th and 17th March - guided tours of St Paul's Cathedral with guide John Morgan. The cost will be £22 with a 
maximum number of 15 persons per tour which are likely to last about 1½ hours. The meeting time and venue have not yet 
been finalised. I am willing to arrange another tour if there is sufficient interest. 

Friday 20th March - Skittles Night with hot and cold buffet to be held at the Royal British Legion, Grub St, Limpsfield Chart 
RH8 0SJ. The cost is £20 with a maximum number of 30 persons, we will meet at 6.0pm for 6.30pm start, Buffet will be 
served at 8pm. Note: the venue no longer does Skittles Nights on a Saturday. 

I am exploring other events which you might enjoy in 2026, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support at past events and to wish you all a very Happy New Year. Margaret 
 

Chairman’s Chatterings 

 
December Monthly Meeting - the mulled wine and mince pies encouraged the largest number of members to attend a 
monthly meeting this year who enjoyed each other’s company and who were busy exchanging Christmas cards. 

2025 - the mix of runs and social events were well supported by members, and I wish to thank all those whose efforts 
enabled us to provide a balanced programme throughout the year. 

Committee Vacancies – to date, we have not received any offers from members who are willing to serve on the committee. 
Please consider becoming a committee member to help make sure we can offer the wide range of events we currently enjoy. 

Charity Donations - if any member wishes to nominate a local charity to receive a small donation, this must be with Richard 
Cordle, Area Secretary, by the close of the January monthly meeting. 

Dinner Dance and Annual Awards - if you wish to attend the 2026 Dinner Dance and Annual Awards you must make your 
booking with Paul Coleman this evening at the latest with menu choices and payment. A booking form is elsewhere in this 
newsletter 

That’s all from me this month and I wish all members and their families a happy and healthy New Year. Best wishes Eric  
 

Club Trips 

 
The next Club trip will be a Spring visit from 29th May to 1st June to Torquay a flyer for this is attached to the email that sent 
this newsletter, do get your bookings in to make this trip viable. 

Dates are now confirmed for a September trip to the New Forest from 21st to 23rd September at a cost of £348 per person 
for the three nights.  

If anyone is interested let me know either at a Club night or by email. Nige T 
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBBLINGS 
 
Dear All 

Welcome to 2026, and we hope it’s a good one for you all. No Epsom MG car events in December, but we did have our 
traditional mulled wine and mince pies for our December club night. We had a massive members turnout for this very 
popular event with nearly 100 attending. We had two Christmas meals for members, a lunchtime meal organised by Nigel 
and an evening meal a week later organised by Kim. Both meals were very good, with all places sold out, and highly 
commended by the members who attended. Thanks to both for the organisation of these events. 

Although not a club event, I’m sure a lot of members would have represented the club at Brooklands for the New Year 
Classic car day. Is anyone able to put a few photos on the Facebook page or send them to me and I will put them on. Club 
night will be a quiz organised by Kim about 2025. We also have the ever-popular Mothballs Run, a great opportunity to get 
your car out for the first run of the year. The final event in January is our big event, the annual dinner, dance and awards at 
Kingswood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The saga of our MG ZT is still ongoing. The garage decided to install another engine, being unable to get the original 
replacement to run smoothly, and Linda and I went to Kings Lynn to collect the car. It drove perfectly, no shaking or vibration, 
a real pleasure to drive. We reached the M25, and just south of the Dartford Crossing the clutch went. Unable to engage 
gears the RAC bought us home. I checked the car the next day and, still unable to engage any gear, I booked it into the 
garage we use in Kingston and towed the car over there. We are now waiting for the clutch master cylinder to be changed. 
I would love to bring it on the Mothballs Run, just to prove it still exists, but not holding my breath on that one. 

Have a great 2026! Happy Motoring, Richard 
 

  

JOIN OUR COMMITTEE! 
We’re looking for members to join our club’s committee! This is a great opportunity to get more involved, help 
shape the future of our activities, and bring your ideas to life. Being on the committee is a rewarding way to: 

• Contribute to the club’s growth and success 

• Connect with other passionate members 

• Have fun while making a difference! 

No prior experience is required—just a willingness to contribute and collaborate. We have different roles 
available - if you are interested (or even just curious), we’d love to hear from you! 

To learn more or express your interest, please contact our secretary, Richard Cordle. Click here for his details. 

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE OUR CLUB STRONGER THAN EVER 

Charity Donations 

At the end of each year Epsom MGOC makes donations to local charities working in our area. Each year 
we ask you, the members, to nominate a charity that you think may be worthy of a donation. If you would 
like to propose a charity please email me on zzrjc@hotmail.com giving me details of the charity, what the 
money would be used for, and perhaps a link to their website or page. Please get these to me ASAP. We 
will consider proposals up to the January meeting, but would prefer them far sooner than that if possible 

mailto:zzrjc@hotmail.com
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Membership Musings 
 
Our membership for 2026 stands at 40 paid, plus 26 Life Members. So, around 70, based on 2025 figures, will hopefully 
renew for the exciting year ahead. 

In this month’s Newsletter you will find a blank 2026 Membership Form for Members to renew for the year ahead. If your 
details are not changed, you do not need to complete the form and I am happy to receive your £10 annual membership fee 
in cash, by cheque or by bank transfer. The latter details will be on the form, together with my address. Please advise me if 
you pay direct to the Club. 

The Club have ordered further A4 leaflets for distribution to the three MG Motors UK Dealerships in our area and I will be 
delivering them to Epsom, Guildford and Croydon in January. 
 

Car Events 

 
January will see our Mothballs Run on Sunday 25th from The Pheasant at Buckland RH3 7BG to The Plough at Leigh RH2 8NJ. 
The Route will be around 30 Miles via Haskins Garden Centre. Meet at 9.45 to 10am. Will members please let me know 
whether they will be attending so I can have an idea of numbers. 

The MG and Triumph Spares Day is now confirmed as Sunday 8th February at Stoneleigh Exhibition Centre in Warwickshire. 
Tickets are now available for this event on their website www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk 

Our Hunt the Valentine will be on Sunday 15th February with the same starting and finishing points as The Mothballs Run - 
full details will be in the next Newsletter. 

Congratulations to the MG Car Club SE Centre on winning the Nuffield Gold Cup for 2025, for the first time in 45 years. This 
is given to the Centre or MG Register who have achieved something significant in 2024/25. This reflects on the work involving 
Brooklands Centenary and The Fairmile Gathering where we provided significant help to the Car Club. Well done Epsom 
Members! 

I will look to keep Members informed of MG runs and events as they come in during 2026 and National DriveIt Day is 
confirmed for Sunday 26th April. Also, a new, and significant, date for your diaries will be the weekend of 15-16th August 
and I hope to provide further information at Club Night and in the next Newsletter. 

Light Up a Life - St Raphael’s Hospice - Epsom MGOC members Jon Kiely, Ted Oughton, Nigel Taylor, Tony Pearse, Terry 
Smith and Malcolm Childs assisted with car parking at this event on Saturday 6th December and Sunday 7th December. 
Although the Saturday was quiet, Sunday was much busier. We were well looked after and I have received a lovely email 
from Alison Linwood, the Events Manager at St Raphael’s, thanking the Club for their excellent work on both days and asking 
us to help in 2026! My personal thanks to all those who supported this initiative for the Club. 

 Malcolm Childs Membership Secretary 
 

 

  

www.mgandtriumphsparesday.co.uk
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Surrey Run 19 July 2026 

 
I hope that you have all enjoyed the seasonal Christmas break and like me, have now recovered from an overindulgence of 
too much turkey and mince pies. We are at the start of a new year and have many activities with our MGs to look forward 
to. January is traditionally the time when we launch details of our Surrey Run event that we host each July. You will find this 
published in the MGOC magazine “Enjoying MG”. 

As Epsom members, you are already aware of the plans that we have for 2026. 
The general format will remain the same well-tested formula as before with a 
sixty-mile route starting from Bocketts Farm. This year the finish point is at 
Hollycombe Steam Museum, Liphook. We have visited this venue twice before, 
once in 2005 and again in 2011. If anyone has the slightest interest in the 
nostalgia of working steam powered fairgrounds, farming equipment, traction 
engines and trains all set in significant grounds covering a 60-acre site, then this 
is the place for you. 

Our visit on 19th July coincides with their Railway Weekend, and I have negotiated 
a FREE RIDE on the train for all participants of the SURREY RUN. On this narrow-

gauge railway, you experience breathtaking views over the South Downs. 

As time progresses, I will be writing more about the interesting 
background of the Hollycombe collection and more details can be found 
on the Epsom website www.epsommgoc.org.uk together with 
information regarding the 2026 SURREY RUN. For your convenience, the 
Epsom Club booking form below can be used by members to fill in and 
then send directly to Pat Watson. I am sure it will be a great day. 

I wish you and your families a very happy New Year. Nigel 

 

  ........................................................................................................................................................................................................  

SURREY RUN BOOKING FORM 
 

Name   ...........................................................................  Telephone   ........................................................................  

Address   ...........................................................................................................................................................................   

   ...........................................................................  Postcode   ........................................................................  

MG Type   ...........................................................................  Reg No    ........................................................................  

Email   ...........................................................................  

 Cheque for £25 enclosed payable to EPSOM AREA MGOC 

 Paid £25 by bank transfer to: 

Account Name Epsom Area MG Owners Club 

Account number 20466565 

Sort code 20 24 61 

Reference Surrey Run 26 

 

Return with stamped self-addressed envelope to:   

Pat Watson, 47 Newlands Way, Chessington KT9 2RW  
Tel: 020 8397 2008   Email: patricia@watsonkt9.f9.co.uk  

www.epsommgoc.org.uk
mailto:patricia@watsonkt9.f9.co.uk
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Dinner dance & annual awards 

Saturday 31 January 

 
The Dinner Dance and Annual Awards will again be held at the Kingswood Golf and Country Club on Saturday 31st January 
2025 at 6.45 for 7.15pm, with carriages at midnight.  Please note that dinner will start at 7.15pm SHARP.  Whilst the majority 
choose black tie, jacket and tie is quite OK if preferred. The ticket price is £43 per head.  

For new members, we meet in the bar where you can purchase a pre-dinner drink if you wish and order wine to be delivered 
to your table. We move to the function room for a super 3-course meal and follow this with our awards, a raffle and then 
dancing to music played by a great DJ. 

 Paul Coleman will be taking bookings, menu selection and, most importantly, your preferred seating arrangements.  Whilst 
it is possible to have tables to seat 12, it is much more comfortable to keep tables to 8 or 10.  It also makes life a lot easier 
if one of your party jots the names down and passes this on to Paul (his contact details are below). 

 

MENU 
Starters 

Smoked salmon and crème fraiche terrine with mango chilli salsa,  
cider pepper dressing and garlic croute 

Brie and avocado tart with quinoa salad and citrus herb cream 

Main Courses 

Smoke glazed braised beef in real ale served with  
caramelised onion mash potato and rosemary gravy 

Baked cod tail with crushed root vegetables and plum tomato sauce 

Mushroom Bourguignonne pie with crushed root vegetables and red wine sauce (v) 

Desserts 

White chocolate and raspberry tart with blood orange sorbet 

Cherry Bakewell tart with clotted cream ice cream 

Selection of cheese and biscuits   

 
Freshly brewed tea and coffee 

 
Please make your menu choices on the below slip. Payment of £43 per person can be made by cash, cheque payable to Epsom 
Area MGOC or bank transfer to Account Name Epsom MG Owners’ Club, Account Number 20466565, Sort Code 20-24-61 
putting Dinner/Dance as the reference. 

Hand the slip to Paul Colman at a monthly meeting, email your choices to paaablo@talktalk.net or send to 126 Ockford Ridge, 
Godalming GU7 2NQ 

 ............................................................................................................................................................................................  

I/we wish to attend the Annual Awards Dinner Dance.  Details and choices are as follows: 

 Name Terrine/Tart Beef/Cod/Vegetarian Chocolate/Cherry/Cheese 

    

    

    

    

 
  

mailto:paaablo@talktalk.net?subject=Epsom%20MGOC%20-%20Dinner%20Dance
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION 2026 

  

MEMBER (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): Address 

First Name:  

Surname:  

PARTNER (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): Postcode: 

First Name: Phone: 

Surname: Mobile: 

Primary email address: 

Additional email address(es): 

We sometimes send out urgent and relevant information by email, so please include your email address(es) and add 

mrmrchilds9@gmail.com and, for receipt of the newsletter, kimshros@gmail.com to your safe senders list. 

Newsletters are usually sent by email containing a link to the file on our website. This keeps our distribution costs down an d 

helps to keep the membership subscription low. If you do not wish to receive it this way, newsletters can be printed in black & 

white and posted. Tick here if you are unable to receive the newsletter by email.  

 

Register of members' MGs - 2026 

Model Type Year Colour Condition* 

     

     

     

     

     

*Poor / Average / Excellent / Competition Please 

tick if you are willing to join club displays or be put forward for film/photographic work  

 

I understand and agree that all the above information will be stored digitally. 

 
Signed  ....................................................................................................................  Date ............................................................ 

 
Please submit cash; a cheque (payable to ‘Epsom Area MGOC’); or make a bank transfer in the sum of £10 for membership. 

This covers the member and their partner. 

Bank Details 
 

Sort Code Account number Account name 

20-24-61 20466565 Epsom Area MGOC 

Please enter your name and “Membership” as the reference, tick the bank transfer box the bottom of the form and 

email a copy of the bank payment. 

 
Hand your completed form to Malcolm Childs or send to mrmrchilds9@gmail.com or 4 Elgin Road, Sutton, SM1 3SN. 

 
 

For Membership Secretary use but please tick Bank Transfer if paying this way: 

Receipt sent  Sub Paid  Database  Bank Transfer  

 

  

mailto:kimshros@gmail.com
mailto:mrmrchilds9@gmail.com
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Regalia 

Tony Pearse is responsible for our fabulous Regalia. Sport your Club colours with pride or choose one of our lovely gifts 
for you, your family, or friends. To buy any item, complete the order form below, including the reference number beside 
the item you want, and email it to anthony2444@tiscali.co.uk or hand it to Tony at a Club Nights. 

Clothing 

 

LIGHTWEIGHT V NECK SWEATER £24.50 

Henbury H720 made of cotton/acrylic with ribbed neck, cuffs and hem 

Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL/3XL/4XL  
Colours: Black, Dark Grey, Navy, Purple 

 RESULT CORE POLARTHERM QUILTED FLEECE WINTER JACKET £44 

Luxury soft feel fleece, Polartherm™ polyester quilted lining. Windproof. Full length zip, two zip 
closing side pockets. Elasticated cuffs, Adjustable drawcord hem. 100% polyester, Super warm. 
Reference RS219X 
 
Sizes: 38(S)/41(M)/44(L)/46(XL)/48(2XL)/50(3XL)/52(4XL) Colours: Navy blue or black 

 FRUIT OF THE LOOM POLO SHIRTS £15 

MENS (SS11)  
Size: S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL/5XL 
Colours: Black, heather grey, navy, white, 
bottle green, burgundy, deep navy, emerald 
(mid-green), Kelly (light green), orange, 
purple, red, royal blue, sky blue, sunflower 

LADIES (SS86) 
Sizes 8/10/12/14/16/18  
Colours: Black, bottle green, burgundy, heather grey, 
purple, red, navy, deep navy, royal blue, sky blue, 
sunflower (yellow) or white. 

 MENS TSHIRTS 

FRUIT OF THE LOOM (SS10) £12.50 RUSSELL HEAVYWEIGHT (010M) £17.50 

Size: S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL/5XL 
Colours: Black, heather grey, navy, white, ash, 
bottle green, burgundy, classic olive, deep 
navy, light graphite, red, royal Blue, zinc, 
chocolate  

Size: XS/S/M/L/XL/2XL/3XL/4XL 
Colours: Black, bottle green, bright royal, classic red, 
French navy, light Oxford, orange, white 

 WOMENS GILDAN V-NECK TSHIRTS £12.50 

V-neck premium (GD91) 
Size: 8-10 (S)/10-12 (M)/12-14 (L)/14-16 (XL)/16-18 (XXL) 
Colours: Azalea, black, Cornsilk, Heliconia, light blue, navy, red, royal blue, sapphire blue, sport grey, 
white  

 FRUIT OF THE LOOM HOODIES £27.50 

MENS (SS16) 
Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL 
Colours: Black, burgundy, olive, deep navy, 
heather grey, light graphite, red, royal blue 

LADIES (SS82) 
Size: 8/10/12/14/16/18 (XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL) 
Colours: Azure, Black, deep navy, fuchsia, heather 
grey, red, white. 

 

  

mailto:anthony2444@tiscali.co.uk?subject=MG%20Regalia
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 SWEATSHIRTS £17.50 

FRUIT OF THE LOOM (SS120) 
Size: S/M/L/XL/XXL and chest 35-37/38-
40/41-43/44-46/47-49 
Colours: Azure, black, bottle, burgundy, Deep 
Navy, Fuchsia, Heather Grey, Kelly (green), 
Light Graphite, Orange, Purple, Red, Royal 
Blue, White 

RUSSELL (762M) (thicker version)  
Size: XS/S/M/L/XL/XXL/3XL/4XL or chest 34-36/36-
38/38-40/40-42/42-44/44-46, 46-48/48-50 
Colours: Bottle green, bright royal blue, French navy, 
black, bright red, burgundy, classic red, light Oxford 
(grey), purple, sky blue, winter emerald (green) 

OTHER ITEMS 

 CAPS £12.50 

BEECHFIELD (BB58) heavy cotton drill with stitched ventilation eyelets, pre-curved peak, fabric strap 
with tri-glide buckle. 

Colours: Black, bottle green, bright royal, classic red, French navy, light grey, natural and white 

 BEECHFIELD CUFFED BEANIE £12 

Colours: 57 – too many to show. Ask Tony for a colour chart!   
 
One size embroidered with our logo. Reference BB45 

 

MUMBLES BEAR £15 

Bears (MM016) are light brown and 30cm (12”) tall. They can be ordered beautifully dressed in a 
coloured jumper, hoodie, or t-shirt, embroidered with the famous Epsom MGOC logo. Choose from: 

• Jumper: Cream, baby pink, baby blue, navy, white, red 

• Hoodie: Fuchsia, navy, red, white 

• T-shirt: Fuchsia, navy, red, white, sublimation white, baby blue, bottle green, burgundy, pink  

 METAL KEYRING £1.50 CREDIT CARD HOLDER £2 

Keyring with domed decal fob featuring the 
Epsom Club logo 

Plastic credit card holder with Epsom Club Logo 

 CAR WINDOW STICKERS 50p 

Not just for the car – why not buy one for home, shed, caravan or camper! 

 PENS £1 

Wow your friends and family when you sign your autograph with a stylish club pen! 

REGALIA ORDER FORM 

NAME: 

TELEPHONE: EMAIL: 

ITEM REFERENCE SIZE COLOUR PRICE 

     

     

     

TOTAL TO PAY  
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ADS 

Private Ads are free to members and will stay in the newsletter for 3 issues unless you request an extension. Contact the 
Editor - email kimshros@gmail.com for entry in the next issue. Inclusion of an advert does not indicate Club endorsement 

John Landless is offering his ZR 160 for FREE, yes FREE! Here is what he says: 

My MG ZR 160 has sadly failed her MOT and is looking for a new owner who can 
weld as I do not have time. There is a spectacularly long list of MOT fails, 
corrosion, emissions and brakes are highlights. 

2005, black, 124,167 miles, owned and 
enjoyed for 7 years.  Recent new Michelin 
PS4 tyres (4) New stainless-steel cat back 
exhaust. New timing belt and water 
pump November 2024, only 3000 miles 
since. EBC yellow stuff pads and grooved disks, all brake callipers refurbished 
2024. 

Free to the right home, have a chat with me then come and have a look. 
Call John on 07711231882 

FOR SALE 

4 x rare design 5 Forked Spoke wheels in silver 
2 size 185 x 55 x r15 and 2 size 205 x 50 x r15 

All wheels have good tread tyres 

£200 
(might swap for an anti roll bar) 

Contact Les on 07958686137/0208 393 3229 

FOR SALE 

MGTF 135 2002 Trophy Blue, black hood “limited edition” includes Sport pack, sports brakes 
MOT May 2026 50,000 miles 

Includes spare alloy wheel and new tyre 
One lady owner since new 

£3,000 ono 

07976 327249 Norma Hermolle 

FOR SALE 

1973 MGB GT Teal Blue  

1800 manual with overdrive  
53,000 miles in good working order 

This is a tidy car with a black leather 
interior. New clutch in 2024. 3-1 Stainless 

steel manifold and exhaust.  
Recent head gasket and exhaust manifold 

Gasket. Minator (minilight rep) wheels. Changed front valance.  
There are a couple of electrical quirks, and the bonnet could use a little paint as age is showing  

£7000 ONO 

Any questions please ask and contact Jamie on 07725991452/jamie.vance.jv12@gmail.com (car is local) 

FREE! 

Free 2004 MG TF hardtop in Nightfire red and a boot rack 

We're moving hopefully to Wales and don't really want to take it with us and just want it to go to a good home. 

Stefan (Fetcham KT22) stefan19812011@gmail.com 

  

mailto:kimshros@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/kimsh/OneDrive/Data/MG/MG%20newsletters/jamie.vance.jv12@gmail.com
mailto:stefan19812011@gmail.com
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CHAIRMAN EDITOR 
Eric Nicholls Kim Shrosbree 
 020 8669 1793/07960 089009  07831 427 515 
 w.ericnicholls@btinternet.com  kimshros@gmail.com 
  
SECRETARY MEMBERSHIP 
Richard Cordle Malcolm Childs 
 0203 697 7960/0798 601 2335  020 8715 3738/07814 988337 
 ZZRJC@hotmail.com  mrmrchilds9@gmail.com 
  
TREASURER SOCIAL SECRETARY 
Ted Oughton Margaret Billinge 
 01372 462515/07742 397107  01892 610117/0778 3017905 
 ted.oughton@gmail.com  m.billinge45@btinternet.com 
  
CLUB STAND REGALIA 
Paul Coleman Tony Pearse 
 01483 423169  020 8643 4703/07592 885 554 
 paaablo@talktalk.net  anthony2444@tiscali.co.uk 
  
SPECIAL EVENTS WEBSITE/FACEBOOK 
Nigel Swann Adam Domaingue 
 01932 247140/07946 262630  07801 497279 
 sueni15@yahoo.co.uk   adam.dom@virgin.net 
  
NATTERS CAR EVENTS 
Nigel Taylor Currently vacant 
 07584 575 695  Please contact Membership Secretary  

If you would like to take on this role, please let 
us know 

 nigetaylor39@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE LISTINGS 

CANINE PARTNERS STAMP APPEAL 

Canine Partners is running an ongoing Stamp Appeal to raise funds for the first year of puppy training (£5000 
each).  If Members would like to help them achieve their goals, Eric will take any postage stamps and send 

them to Canine Partners on behalf of Epsom Area MGOC or they can also be sent directly to Canine Partners – 
you can find more information on their website by clicking here. 

mailto:w.ericnicholls@btinternet.com
mailto:kimshros@gmail.com
mailto:ZZRJC@hotmail.com
mailto:mrmrchilds9@gmail.com
mailto:ted.oughton@gmail.com
mailto:m.billinge45@btinternet.com
mailto:paaablo@talktalk.net
file:///C:/Users/malcolm/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/13528/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/13528/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/tony.briant/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/tony.briant/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/SkyDrive/Documents/anthony2444@tiscali.co.uk
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https://caninepartners.org.uk/get-involved/fundraising/recycle-used-postage-stamps/

